PORTWORKS
WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY, CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BUILDING THE ECONOMY

REI LAUNCHES KAYAK TOURS FROM PORT OF RIDGEFIELD

F

or the third year REI, an outdoor gear coop headquartered in Kent Washington, has
launched REI-led kayak tours from the Port
of Ridgefield. Programs planned for spring
and early summer this year will bring approximately
200 participants to Ridgefield in groups of just a
few to as many as a dozen per trip. The focus of
REI tours, led by guides, is the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge, and include individual private
sessions, group, and family tours.
Janet Schmidt-Hamilton is the senior Instructor

DISCOVERY RIDGE PHASE 1
SECURES FINAL TENANT
A few years ago, community demand for a
full-service grocery store and other services in
Ridgefield led the Port of Ridgefield to push aside
its own plans for the 30-acre, port-owned Discovery
Ridge property at the NW corner of 45th and Pioneer
streets. To meet the location desire of Rosauers
grocery and satisfy the community’s need, the
port sold most of its Discovery Ridge property in
phases to local developer Dean Maldonado of FDM
Development.
“The port anticipated that Rosauers, the anchor
tenant, would attract additional businesses to serve
the community,” said Port Commission Chair Scott
Hughes. “We’re happy to announce that through
Dean’s work, our vision has been validated.”
Maldonado recently announced occupancy has
been granted for the last available space in Phase
1 to Taps Growler House. Between design and
construction, Phase 1 of the $24 million Discovery
Ridge development has been three years in the
making. There are two subsequent phases planned
by FDM. The port retains approximately 6 acres
of the 30-acre site for future commercial-retail
development.
“It’s been a very exciting and successful project,
and I look forward to the future phases,” said
Maldonado. “None of this would have happened
without the Port of Ridgefield’s participation.”
In other Discovery Ridge news, the port recently
finalized the sale of a port-developed fuel station
and coffee kiosk to RFC3, LLC. The site and its
services were developed to support Rosauers fullservice grocery and other tenants and visitors.
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of REI Outdoor Programs + Experiences. She
works from REI’s Portland location. She noted the
kayak programs at the Port of Ridgefield are very
popular.
“We relish in sharing this kayaking gem with
visitors and folks new to kayaking,” SchmidtHamilton said. “It is a wonderful place to connect
people to nature, outside, and to each other.”

For more about REI’s Ridgefield kayak tours,
visit https://www.rei.com/events/a/watersports.

Discovery
Ridge
Phase 1
Tenants
Rosauers
Oasis Dental
Mod Pizza
Edward Jones
Rebound
Orthopedic
Native Nomad
Bella Nails & Spa
Taps Growler
House
Hidden Oasis
Salon & Spa
Ichi Teriyaki
State Farm
Insurance
First Centennial
Mortgage
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GETTING THE RIGHT MIX TO CREATE OUR BEST COMMUNITY

PORT’S MANDATE IS TO BUILD HEALTHY ECONOMY, HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT. HERE’S HOW WE DO THAT FOR:

PORT PROJECTS WORK
TO BALANCE ECONOMIC,
COMMUNITY GOOD

BUSINESS

• Land acquisition and development to provide
expansion opportunity for existing business, draw
new businesses.
• Build leasable space capacity on port-owned
property to meet demand of tenants seeking
high-quality, ready-to-access space for business
operations.
• Through the advancing IT3 Discovery Center,
aid in achieving Industry 4.0 innovation and
operational efficiency goals.
• Through the advancing IT3 Discovery Center,
access to a ready talent pool of Industry
4.0-skilled workers, either through training for
current employees or new hires.
• Push for port-installed “dark fiber” to ensure
Discovery Corridor businesses enjoy higher
internet and data transfer speeds at prices
competitive with that of large cities.
• Through work for PEOPLE & PLANET, provide
an exemplary lifestyle environment for business
owners/managers, entrepreneurs, and all
workforce members.

WORKERS
• Grow jobs in the area through land and building
development, and development of leasable
business space.
• Through the advancing IT3 Discovery Center,
provide skills training for access to higher-paying,
technology-oriented Industry 4.0 jobs.

PEOPLE & PLANET

• Returned the beautiful Ridgefield waterfront
back to the community through a 20-year
environmental remediation of a once-toxic
industrial site.

• Neighborhood environmental remediation project
provides healthier living for homeowners in the
wake of the industrial site.

• Through the advancing IT3 Discovery Center,
introduce area students to new career options in
Industry 4.0.

• Providing safe, uninterrupted access to and from
Downtown Ridgefield and the waterfront through
the Pioneer Street Rail Overpass project.

• Through work for PEOPLE & PLANET, provide a
positive lifestyle environment from which to work.

• Walking trails extension to connect path into
Ridgefield National Wildlife Center.
• Sold port land at Discovery Ridge, planned for
other purposes, to accommodate community
demand for a full-service grocery store. (See
article page 1).
• Push for port-installed “dark fiber” to ensure
Discovery Corridor citizens enjoy higher internet
speed at prices competitive with that of large cities.

Yes, it’s a bit of an oddity, but Port of Ridgefield, unlike many other
ports, has no marine terminal or airport. Thus, the mandate handed
to the port when it was established in 1940 was to increase economic
development opportunities within the City of Ridgefield and surrounding
area, AKA the Discovery Corridor. Putting port-owned land to business
use to provide jobs was then the port’s only means to this end game.
That focus area still exists today, but modern thinking about the
need for a healthy environment, a rapidly changing business climate
brought on by technological advances, limited broadband capacity in
the region and an exponential influx of people from the Portland-Metro
area to the Discovery Corridor have moved the port to expand its role
over the years.
“Today,” says Port Commission Chair Scott Hughes,” we see
ourselves as a community port.”
To Hughes and his fellow commissioners, being a community port
means tackling big jobs for community benefit - even if the work falls
outside the realm of land development.
“There are things we’ve worked on because of community need,
and the port is the right entity to do these long-term, capital-intense
projects,” Hughes says. “No other municipal agency is prepared to take
on these kinds of projects.”
Examples are the Pioneer Street Rail Overpass project, ongoing
efforts to get the area’s broadband speed, capacity, and cost on par
with Portland’s, the recently completed 20-year environmental cleanup of the Ridgefield waterfront, and selling port-owned, higher value
property for the Rosauers grocery store development because of
community demand.
“These kinds of projects enhance the lives of the people who
live here,” says Hughes, “and port effort on things like broadband
enhancement set a better table for business owners who need modern
infrastructure to be competitive.”

“Within our scope, the
port’s job is to try to balance
the needs of the diverse group
of people that comprise our
community.”
BRENT GRENING, CEO PORT OF RIDGEFIELD
Port leaders don’t go about this with a willy-nilly approach. Each
project the port takes on must fit strategically within its overall economic
development mandate, must be good for the community, and must be
within its funding capacity. Financial resources must be raised if they
aren’t available.
The port’s most recent project, still in the works, falls in the last
category. The IT3 Discovery Center, a place for business innovation and
collaboration, and worker training in the realm of advanced technologies
and Industry 4.0.
“The end game on IT3 is to help our businesses be more competitive,
and to expand our business base so our people can be locally-employed
in better-paying work,” says port CEO, Brent Grening. “It’s worth the
effort to make this happen for the long-term economic health of this
community.”
Grening gets feedback from port constituents now and then (see the
CEO’s column, page 4), that decry the port’s and other’s development
efforts, and any pursuit that might bring more business and people to
Ridgefield. While he hears and understands the frustration of those
wishing for the days when Ridgefield’s rolling hills held only lush grass,
stopping growth isn’t a legal option, nor would it meet the needs of all
community members.
“Cities are mandated to plan for growth, and property owners have
the right to develop within zoning rules,” Grening says. He also noted
that some people want jobs here that don’t require a commute, and
some want jobs here so their kids and grandkids can stay to live and
work here.
“Within our scope, the port’s job is to try to balance the needs of the
diverse group of people that comprise our community.”
The bottom line for the Port Commission and CEO Grening is to
approach the port’s mandate strategically, rationally and with a balanced
approach to growth and lifestyle.
“The projects we pursue with port resources are independently
important, but collectively they are all linked,” says Grening. “They add
up to creating a healthy economy, a healthy environment, and quite
simply, a great community in which to live and work.”
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WISDOM RIDGE INTEREST IS HIGH

FROM THE CEO

Brent Grening

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

MUST BALANCE NEEDS OF MANY

A fellow citizen recently expressed to me his concerns about growth in
our community. At issue was a reporter comment made several years ago
in a local newspaper: “Grening and other business boosters believe the lush
green spaces and farmland of north Clark County will someday make way
for buildings full of paycheck-producing jobs and parking lots for workers.”
At some level, we all understand growth has its pros and cons. I provided
a response to the gentlemen who inquired and am sharing some of those
words with PortWorks readers, as well.
First, please know that neither the Port nor City pursue growth for
growth’s sake. North Clark County has been in the path of development and
growth since I-5 was built – it’s just taken time to get here. As the Portland/
Vancouver metro area has grown, residential development has pushed
north into Ridgefield.
Washington State law doesn’t allow the Port or City to stop growth – the
best we can do is try to manage it. Also, the Port’s mission is to promote
the economy of the area and create local jobs, because businesses pay
taxes that provide funds for police, fire, schools, etc.
The reporter of the article characterized me as a “business booster” –
fair enough because I believe good jobs in the community are important.
But rest assured parking lots are not to be celebrated; they are a call to
action. The Port and City have long-known that unmanaged growth could
result in strip-malls and uncentered development. Citizens told us it was
unacceptable, so we’ve been working to control it for over 20 years.
The Port and City work hard to manage growth. We’re committed to
keeping our community livable, enjoyable, and affordable. While we’d all
like to retain the charm of old Ridgefield, striking a balance between old and
new, private property rights and community desire is challenging. We do,
however, hear your concerns and value your input.
To be part of the conversation, send us an email, drop us a note, or visit
us at a public meeting – online or in person when we clear Covid. We want
to know what you think.

As two, 21,000-plus square
feet industrial buildings take
shape at Wisdom Ridge on S. 11th
Street, tenant inquiries are active,
including a technology equipment
manufacturer
considering
an
HQ move and a company that
utilizes virtual reality software for
construction equipment training.
Both are interested in co-locating
with the port’s planned IT3
Discovery Center, which will be a
place for business innovation and

collaboration and worker training in
advanced technologies.
Port project manager for Wisdom
Ridge, Ethan Perry, is optimistic the
late spring goal for shell completion
is a go.
“Rotschy Inc., the general
contractor, is dedicated to helping
us meet our deadline,” Perry said.
For more info contact Perry
by calling 360.903.8674 or email
EPerry@PortRidgefield.org.

OCTOBER COMPLETION FOR PIONEER STREET RAIL OVERPASS
This port infrastructure project to provide safe
and uninterrupted access to and from Downtown
Ridgefield and waterfront is on time and on budget in
its third and final phase. A “substantial completion”
time frame has been set for mid-October 2021; it’s
anticipated the overpass will be open to vehicular
and pedestrian traffic in November.
The project has been years-in-the-making.
Phases 1 and 2 were completed in 2013 and 2014,
respectively. Phase 3 was delayed for several
reasons beyond the control of the port.

COMMISSIONERS

Funding for the $17 million overpass project
has come from several sources. In 2015 the port
secured $7.8 million in state funding and $2 million
in federal Surface Transportation funding through
Southwest Washington Regional Transportation
Council (RTC). In early 2017 the port was awarded
$900,000 from a U.S. Department of Transportation
Railroad Safety Grant. The remaining dollars for
the project were provided by the port and others.
A public celebration will be held after completion,
with a date yet-to-be-determined.
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