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WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY, CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BUILDING THE ECONOMY
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FROM THE COMMISSION

As of March 16, public access
to our offices has been suspended
temporarily as a necessary precaution
to protect public health and the
safety of our citizens, port staff and
Commissioners. For updates to this
status please visit our website or watch
our social media feeds.
Rest assured your Port is still open.
The Port staff is working and available by
calling 360.887.3873 or emailing info@
portridgefield.org.

COVID-19 EXPOSES
URGENT NEED
FOR HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET CAPACITY
I’ve been one of your three Port Commissioners
for over 20 years. During my tenure, there’s
been a common thread to the work of my fellow
commissioners and staff: building community
resiliency to ensure a strong, economically healthy
community.
While other agencies respond to emergencies
such as fire, floods, public health issues, etc., we
focus on developing infrastructure that helps deliver
a strong economy and an environmentally healthy
community. Then, should an emergency arise,
our community agencies are better able do their
jobs effectively, which benefits our citizens and our
businesses.
Examples include advocacy for the improved
I-5 interchange for safer and more efficient egress
and ingress for Ridgefield, the Pioneer Street
Rail Overpass that allows safe, predictable travel
between Downtown and the Ridgefield Waterfront –

BOATERS or
PADDLERS

The port’s boat launch remains OPEN.
Until further notice, please purchase
annual use permits at Ridgefield
Hardware, 104 N. Main
or  
visit our website to find a
downloadable form on the home page.
Fill out the form and mail it to our office
with your appropriate payment.
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Construction formally
began on the Pioneer
Street Rail Overpass
project on March 23, but
an official groundbreaking
was cancelled due
to coronavirus social
distancing policies. Port
of Ridgefield’s CEO and
Commissioners, however,
commemorated the moment
at the construction site
holding “golden” shovels.
When completed, the
rail overpass will provide
safe, predictable access
between Downtown and
the waterfront for motorists
and pedestrians. This final
project phase includes an
aerial span connecting the
north and south approach
roads built by the port in
two earlier phases.
Traffic is expected
to be routed onto the
overpass by summer
2021. A grand opening
celebration and dedication
will be held at that time.
For more information visit
portridgefield.org.
Pictured L-R: Brent
Grening, CEO; Scott
Hughes, Commission Chair;
Bruce Wiseman and Joe
Melroy, Commissioners; and
Millie, Joe’s dog.

Bruce Wiseman
Commissioner
critical in the event of some types of emergencies.
And while we’re not there yet, several years ago the
port embarked on the development of “dark fiber” to
allow high-speed broadband providers to serve our
currently under-served area. Working from home,
telemedicine, education, keeping up with the speed
(and need) of business – all these activities require
high-speed, high-capacity bandwidth.
The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the critical
need for broadband. Ridgefield schools will be
closed at least through April, WSU-Vancouver and
Clark College have shifted largely to on-line classes,
business and public employees are working from
home. Each of these scenarios require high-speed
internet that’s not currently available. This presents
a challenge for students, patients, employers and
others in our community.
Things happen. So, the stronger our community
and the more resilient and responsive we are, the
greater likelihood we’ll experience better outcomes
in the face of unforeseen challenges.
At the Port, we’ll continue the push for broadband
development because this critical infrastructure is
necessary if we are to achieve robust community
resiliency. For now, let’s work together to get through
this crisis. We’re wishing you all good health.

DREDGING UPDATE
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WEST RIDGEFIELD CONNECTIVITY PROJECT

MAKING OUR WATERFRONT
(EVEN MORE) GREAT

F

or nearly 20 years the Port of Ridgefield has
seeking to secure funds for this Division Street pedestrian
been working to secure funding and multirail overcrossing to serve pedestrians, bicyclists, and
agency approval to make travel between
maybe even light electric vehicles.
Downtown Ridgefield and the waterfront – with
“We’ll be working with our community partners and
its trails into the Ridgefield National Wildlife
citizens to solidify the concepts and to identify funding
Refuge – safe, uninterrupted and predictable.
sources and other means of project assistance.”
With the Pioneer Street Rail Overpass project now
WHAT ABOUT OTHER AMENITIES?
funded, and under construction, one might think the Port
Grening and the Port Commission believe improved and
could pause to take a breath. Not so, says Port CEO Brent
safe access to the waterfront and Refuge is just a start.
Grening.
The Port is exploring funding options
“The Pioneer Street rail overpass
for additional public amenities such
is a critical safety enhancing project
as a pier and dock for paddlers, a
for our community,” he said, “but
multicultural plaza and additional
the downside is that the at-grade
public restrooms.
crossings at Mill Street and Division
“The Port has spent over 20 years
Street must be closed to vehicles and
and many millions of state and Port
pedestrians.”
dollars to take our waterfront from an
Without a pedestrian crossing at
industrial eyesore and environmental
Division Street, people will be forced
problem to the beautiful place it is
to walk or drive over a half mile to
today,” Grening said. “With input from
the Pioneer Street overpass in order
citizens, agencies and tribes, it’s time
to access the waterfront trail or go
to make the publicly-available area of
onto the wildlife refuge. As a remedy,
the waterfront the best it can be.”
the Port is now working to plan and
While Port commissioners and staff
design a pedestrian overcrossing that
have come up with some amenity
would span the railroad at the foot of
ideas of their own for the waterfront,
Division Street.
Commission Chair Scott Hughes says
“A pedestrian overcrossing would
it’s just a starting point.
create a safe, direct route to the
“We want to hear from the community
waterfront and wildlife refuge from the
about what they want to see on their
northwest end of town,” Grening said.
waterfront,” he said. “There’s plenty of
Grening and the Port commissioners
room for ideas from community, and
believe a pedestrian overcrossing and
we look forward to hearing them.”
other enhancements would provide
The Port plans to hold public
additional community benefits, further
meetings on the subject but for now
cementing Ridgefield’s reputation for
BRENT GRENING,CEO
the better option is to take public
walkability and a trails network that
input by email. To be notified of future
connects the entire community. That’s
input opportunities, please contact the Port by emailing
why the proposed improvements include the possibility of
info@portridgefield.org and type WEST RIDGEFIELD
new sidewalks connecting the pedestrian overcrossing to
WATERFRONT PLAN in the subject line.
the pedestrian routes along the water and Main Street.
In addition to the pedestrian overcrossing concept, see
“When visitors come to Ridgefield by boat, kayak, bike
Port representative ideas as shown on the bulleted list on
or car we want them to be able to move easily and safely
the right.
between downtown, the waterfront and the Refuge,”
Grening says. “It’s good for tourism, good for the soul and
For more information contact the Port by email
good for the community.”
info@portridgefield.org.
To move the project forward, Grening noted the Port is

“A pedestrian
overcrossing
would create
a safe, direct
route to the
waterfront
and wildlife
refuge from the
northwest end
of town.”
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PROPOSED
ENHANCEMENTS
• ADA-Compliant Pedestrian
Overcrossing
• Multi-Cultural Plaza
& Interpretation
• New Paddling Pier & Day
Dock
• Lake River Overlook
• Zero Impact ADA Wildlife
Viewing (Year-Round)
• Trail & Sidewalk
Improvements

BENEFITS
• Increases Ridgefield Parks,
Trails & Walkability Network
• Public Multi-Modal
Access to Wildlife Refuge
• Neighborhood
Connectivity to Wildlife
Refuge & Downtown
• Links Boat Launches &
Downtown
• Enhanced local, regional,
and national tourism &
recreational travel

DREDGING
UPDATE
BOATER SAFETY, WATER FLOW AT ISSUE
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RIDGEFIELD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Anglers participate in the annual Operation
Salmon event for active and retired military
personnel. Safety for boaters will be
improved by Lake River dredging. Photo by
Operation Salmon.

• Enhanced local economic
development through
increase in tourists, boaters,
paddlers and Refuge
visitors.
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Existing Ped Path
Proposed Amenities

Lewis River-Vancouver Lake Water Trail - 32 miles

Port of Ridgefield

RIDGEFIELD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
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n August and September last year, several
boats grounded on Lake River at low tide,
underscoring the urgent necessity for Lake
River dredging by the Corp of Engineers. Sand
moving along the Columbia River is narrowing
and shallowing the navigation channel of Lake
River. The good news is that $150,000 has been
earmarked by Congress for Corp work to engineer
the project this year. Once the engineering is
complete, funds for the actual dredging will need
to be secured. Dredging is expected to be in the
$400,000 - $500,000 range and is slated for 2021
or 2022.
It has been nearly 40 years since Lake River was
last dredged. A survey of Lake River between
Ridgefield and the Columbia River was conducted
in 2014. The survey indicated the channel depth
at the mouth of Lake River needed immediate
attention. Dredging is not an annual project or
need, but the channel at the mouth of Lake River
does require periodic maintenance.
Lake River is a federally authorized navigable
channel, and the Corp is authorized to expend
funds on dredging it. Federal dredge funds are
appropriated to the Corp for this work are extremely
limited and are prioritized in a competitively based
system of cost/benefit analysis. With this funding
model, it’s taken years for Lake River dredging to
rise to the top of the Corp’s list – but consistent

“Adequate water
flow in the
river improves
the health of
Lake River
and Vancouver
Lake, important
to the overall
ecosystem.”
BRUCE WISEMAN
PORT COMMISSIONER

city and Port of Ridgefield advocacy along with
congressional support from Senators Murray and
Cantwell and Representative Herrera Beutler – has
helped make this happen.
In addition to boater safety considerations, Lake
River dredging is important for many other reasons.
Port CEO Brent Grening highlighted a few of them.
“While keeping boaters safe is our first priority,
restoring commercial access to Millers’ Landing,
the Ridgefield boat launch, McCuddy’s Marina and
Felida Moorage are necessary to keep businesses
healthy and allow greater recreational use of the
river,” Grening said. “This serves to retain and
increase boating-related tourism.”
Port Commission Bruce Wiseman also raised the
issue of water quality.
“Adequate water flow in the river improves the
health of Lake River and Vancouver Lake, important
to the overall ecosystem and water quality.”
Wiseman has maintained regular contact with
Corp representatives, and was the first to learn the
Corp was moving forward on engineering for the
project, and the sand disposal method planned.
“I found out its been determined there’s no
requirement for more expensive upland disposal,”
Wiseman said. “Instead, the estimated 7,000
yards of material removed will be put back into the
Columbia River where it will be naturally carried
downstream, helping to keep the cost down.”
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COMMISSIONER HUGHES

NAMED 2020 CHAIR OF REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL

The local agency you probably don’t know…but should!

I

“By working
with all of the
jurisdictions, we
communicate
and cooperate for
the good of the
greater region.”
Scott Hughes
Chair, SW Washington Regional
Transportation Council &
Chair Port Commission

f your commute from Clark County to work requires driving into Portland
weekday mornings and back in the evenings – or your business moves freight
during these time frames – you’re no doubt keenly aware of the significant
choke point that is the I-5 bridge over the Columbia River. Maybe you commute or recreate by bicycle within our area and prefer to pedal on enhanced
off-street bike routes and designated bike lanes? And what if you’re a pedestrian, either mobility-impaired or not, who prefers to walk a path or sidewalk
free of obstacles and at a safe distance from traffic? Or perhaps you’re simply
someone who’d like to breathe cleaner air – you all have one thing in common:
you have and will continue to benefit from the funding decisions and advocacy of
the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council. (RTC).
The RTC is the Metropolitan Planning Organization for transportation projects
in Clark, Skamania, and Klickitat Counties. The RTC receives federal funding annually to help with transportation-related projects; it’s up to the RTC to determine
how those funds get spent within its designated area.
For the 2020 calendar year, Port of Ridgefield Port Commissioner Scott Hughes
will serve as Chairman of the RTC board, which is comprised of representatives
from cities, counties, ports and other jurisdictions in the region. Hughes, who
had served for three years on the board prior to his new leadership role, is enthusiastic about the work of the RTC.
“The RTC provides an objective selection process that allows us to plan and
fund priority projects that bring the most community benefit,” Hughes said. “By
working with all of the jurisdictions, we communicate and cooperate for the good
of the greater region.”
Hughes said the RTC works to dispel the myth that the RTC’s project selection
and funding is only about adding new roads.
“It’s so much more,” he said. “We support traffic safety, congestion relief, a
cleaner environment, multi-modal transportation improvements, sidewalk additions and upgrades and we advocate for projects not eligible for RTC funding
– such as the I-5 bridge replacement.”
The RTC is a transportation planning partner for Ridgefield. For example, the
agency put $148,000 towards the Main Avenue Pathway connector project from
downtown Ridgefield to the Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge. The path, recently completed, provides enhanced safety for pedestrians and bicyclists traversing that
route. The agency also worked to keep project funding in place when permitting
issues threatened to derail the Pioneer Street Rail Overcrossing project.
“It would not be under construction today without the RTC,” said Hughes.
With funding to the RTC dictated by the federal budget, however, Hughes is
realistic about the limits of the RTC.
“There may be possibly billions of dollars of local need, but there is nothing
close to that available right now.”
For more information about the RTC visit rtc.wa.gov.

FROM THE CEO

In the early part of 2020, two projects we’re working on here at the Port have one thing in common
– they connect people to places.
The Pioneer Street Rail Overpass is now under construction; we broke ground in late March.
When completed in about a year, the overpass will
provide a direct link from downtown Ridgefield to
the waterfront. Drivers, cyclists and walkers will
have a safe, quick route from Downtown’s restaurants and shops to the Ridgefield waterfront, Lake
River and the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge.
When the overpass is completed, the at-grade
railroad crossings at the foot of both Mill Street and
Division Street will be closed to all auto, pedestrian
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WISDOM RIDGE!

and bicycle traffic.
In order to maintain a direct connection between
Ridgefield’s northwest neighborhoods and the waterfront, the Port is proposing to build a pedestrian overpass over the BNSF rail line near Division
Street. (See article and map, page 2). With a pedestrian overpass in place, area residents and visitors will be able to use Ridgefield’s expanding network of trail to access the waterfront and wildlife
refuge. Throughout the planning process we want
your input – you can connect to us via our social
media platforms or email info@portridgefield.org.
Together these two projects continue to build
connectivity within the Ridgefield community. Walkability consistently ranks as one of the
highest citizen priorities. The Port Commission
supports this lifestyle priority and is therefore putting its resources toward projects that serve to
strengthen walkability opportunities – weaving Port
work into the very fabric of Ridgefield.
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RTC MISSION

Light industrial space
3 min. from I-5

•
•
•

Up to 43,200 sq. ft.
2 bldgs, divisible from 5,400 sq. ft.
Suited for manufacturing, other uses

Visit portridgefield.org for details.
Contact: Ethan Perry, Business Development Mgr.
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