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Community Partners Work Together to Ease Discovery Corridor Growing Pains
he signs of a rapidly-expanding Ridgefield,
Discovery Corridor and greater Clark County
abound: Traffic stops to facilitate road and
roundabout construction, dirt flying at a
plethora of construction sites, and the
cacophony of nail guns wielded by a bevy of
builders as they crank out one home after another to meet
a dizzying demand for new housing.
With a fast-growing Portland-Metro area population
pushing northward to find less-costly housing, escaping
the flow of people from across the river is unavoidable.
Add to that private property rights, state educational
mandates, business recruitment efforts to bring jobs to
the area that help pay for necessary new infrastructure,

and it’s clear that growth is inevitable.
In talking with a variety of community leaders around
the county, however, there are two prevailing messages
espoused about coping with the influx of people and
businesses, both of which every citizen should take note.
The first is that careful planning and collaboration
among community leaders is instrumental in managing
growth, and the other is simply: Participate. Citizen
input and participation in the public process provide the
opportunity to be heard – and to make a difference in
HOW and where growth occurs in a community. Read on
for insight from the powers-that-be who are working hard
to help their respective communities grow in a peoplesatisfying way.
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OPEN ACCESS
DARK FIBER OPTIC

BENEFICIAL TO NORTH CLARK COUNTY

A market-driven setting keeps quality high and end-user costs low for Port of Ridgefield
infrastructure project
By Nelson Holmberg
Vice President, Innovation
Imagine a place where your mobile
phone works the way it’s advertised
to work – or your refrigerator can
communicate with you while you’re
at the grocery store.
Imagine an environment where
you, as a resident, business owner
or site selector could choose from as
many as 14 or 15 different companies
from which to get broadband service.
A market-driven setting keeps
quality very high, and costs low. If
the market demands gig speeds, the
market can get gig speeds because
the infrastructure will exist.
That place could be North Clark
County due to open access dark

fiber optic infrastructure that will be
built by the Port of Ridgefield and
operated by multiple private sector
players.
Open access is really the magic. It
means the port would provide access
to its dark fiber facilities to many
competing, private-sector service
providers. The result is more choices
for end users, improved service and
reduced end-user costs.
Dark fiber is simply the “nuts and
bolts” of a greater system that’s
needed to carry the high-capacity,
redundant, fiber optic backbone
service modern businesses demand.
We believe we will retain and attract
businesses with this enhanced
capacity, serving to maintain and
create new jobs in North Clark

County.
The Port of Ridgefield will build
and maintain only the infrastructure
“pathway” necessary to offer
this
high-speed,
high-capacity
broadband service. That pathway
will be open to all private service
companies interested in providing
internet services to our communities.
Those companies will invest in the
additional equipment needed to
make the pathway “work.”
With limited risk on our part, the
port’s public investment will bring
greatly enhanced, private-sector
provided broadband services to
Clark County businesses and
citizens at lower costs. That’s a win
for consumers that we’re proud to be
pursuing.
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coming,
and it’s
not going
away.”
JULIE OLSON
COUNCILOR
CLARK COUNTY

“We are

D

CLARK COUNTY
Taking the Long Term View

providing input in the public visioning processes that
eveloping and implementing planning and zoning
cities and other jurisdictions undertake.
policies are some of the main responsibilities
“We can’t close our county off from Oregon or the rest
of Clark County government. In light of the
of the world. Growth is coming, and we have to deal with
breakneck pace of growth in the county the last
it. Ideally we do that in a way that retains our character
several years, the Clark County Council and the
and who we are. The best way to ensure that happens is
planning department have had a myriad of decisions to
through citizen participation.”
make – many grounded in information laid out years ago.
So while many Clark County citizens see fast-paced
Economic Growth Helps Make Communities More
housing and business expansion in their communities as
Affordable
a surprise, it has long been on the radar screen and under
Housing affordability issues in Clark County are on
proactive management by the county agency responsible
the rise as the population booms, and new residential
for planning.
construction is moving quickly to keep pace with demand.
Clark County’s Department of Community Planning,
The hope is that adding housing units work to bring rents
headed by Director Oliver Orjiako, is the group chartered
and new home prices down.
with understanding short and long term population growth
Clark County Councilor Julie Olson, whose district
forecasting, and how to manage it county-wide.
includes the Ridgefield area, sees some frustration relating
Using state-provided numbers, Orjiako and his team
to all this growth from various interest groups, including
collaborate with County Council and a host of other
residents who don’t agree with county zoning rules in
community leaders including cities, ports, school districts
unincorporated areas that allow multi-family homes in
and utilities to determine where and how growth will occur.
their neighborhood,
Representatives from each
and
developers
of these entities lays out
who feel stymied by
their available resources,
urban holding zones
restrictions, infrastructure
– areas where the
needs and community
county
disallows
input that identifies how
development
until
each community wishes
such time as modern
to address the inevitable
infrastructure
to
evolution of their towns
support
additional
and cities.
growth is completed.
“At the county we are not
An example is at
surprised by this growth,”
179th Street, where
says Orjiako.
an outdated overpass
He noted the State
needs rebuilding, and
Growth
Management
state funds for new
obligates the counties to
construction
there
plan; every eight years
aren’t on the horizon
the Office of Financial The Vancouver waterfront development, with ample vertical
for at least five years.
Management puts out 20 housing, is changing the skyline of the city.
For Clark County
year population estimates, Photo courtesy of Robertson & Olson Construction, Inc.
government, however,
and the county conducts
new businesses and the financial base they provide via
updates every two years between official forecasts.
taxes on new construction, building improvements and
County staff also monitors land availability to understand
retail sales is necessary to meet the growing cost of
growth realities.
services generated by an expanding citizenry. As the
“Using this information we work with our community
county is funded largely through property taxes and sales
partners to identify where growth can best be
tax revenue, Olson says that for the county to provide
accommodated. We also look at infrastructure readiness
essential services and to operate effectively, economic
in the way of roads, water and sewer,” he says.
development efforts to bring more business to the region
is necessary to help reduce costs and provide more funds
To Grow or Not to Grow?
to pay for new infrastructure needs.
While some communities embrace rising population
“The county’s budget need grows at a rate of three to
and expanding business opportunities, some limit growth
five percent a year even if we don’t add any employees or
by agreeing to deny urban growth boundary expansions,
programs, and then you add in the cost of new roads and
or decide to grow differently than has been typical.
other infrastructure,” Olson says. “Simply put, we can’t
In Vancouver, for example, Orjiako says the city decided
keep costs down for citizens or conduct the essential
to focus on redevelopment on the waterfront. “That’s
business of the county without annual business growth.”
where infrastructure already exists, and it can bring people
For those who reside in unincorporated Clark County,
to the area. It’s a more efficient way to meet population
seething from the sidelines isn’t necessary. Olson says she
increases and housing demand than expanding into
and county staff in community development department
undeveloped areas.”
are always open to input.
Orjiako understands longtime residents and even
“We see growth coming, and it’s not going away,”
relative newcomers may be frustrated with the changes
says Olson. “So I encourage people to be a part of it by
rapid population growth is bringing to the area. To reduce
providing proactive, productive input.”
that frustration, Orjiako urges people to get involved by
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idgefield Mayor Don Stose, recently selected by
have the right to sell or develop their property as zoned,
his fellow Ridgefield city councilors to replace
the city has to anticipate that growth will occur, and plan
outgoing mayor Ron Onslow, appears at home
accordingly with potential zoning changes, urban growth
in his new role. As a city councilor for nine
boundary expansions, and transportation improvements,”
years and working closely that entire time with
he says. “The alternative to planning is to be unprepared
Onslow, Stose is no stranger to city governance. And
and let chaos ensue.”
while Ridgefield is growing rapidly, he feels the city is in
Planning starts with state’s Growth Management
an enviable bargaining position when it comes to new
Act, which requires counties to adopt a 20-year plan
development.
to accommodate expected population increases, with
“Ridgefield is in the Discovery Corridor and on I-5,
updates every two years. (See the Clark County section in
making us a high-demand area,” Stose says. “We are able
this article). From there, cities determine where and how
to make requests of developers to ensure a high quality
they will accommodate the growth through citizen input.
level for what’s built in Ridgefield.”
“In Ridgefield, every time there’s an update to the
He cites regional grocer, Rosauers, as an example.
County
Growth Plan, we update the city’s plan, at which
“They were very interested in coming to Ridgefield,
point
we
ask for community input,” he says.
so instead of telling us what they were going to do, they
The
city’s
most recent planning efforts were in 2016.
asked what our community wanted, we told them, and
Citizen
input
in that planning work included in-person
they will be delivering it.”
interviews,
stakeholder
group meetings, online surveys,
Stose attributes preparedness as a factor in effective
open
houses,
15
growth
management
Planning Commission
by the city. “Through
public hearings and 11
community
visioning
City Council meetings
efforts and planning, we
have more opportunity
prior to the plan’s
than most communities
adoption.
to be selective in who we
bring here.”
Citizen Input is
The mayor doesn’t shy
Critical
away from admitting that
“The city provides
city staff, he and other
many
opportunities
council members get the
for people to input,
occasional citizen who
and that input is
approaches them to vent
what
determines
frustration with all the
where
zoning
growth in Ridgefield.
changes
are
made
Ridgefield’s landscape is fast-changing from vacant fields to
“Some people have housing developments.
to
accommodate
asked us to please Photo courtesy of Mike Schultz and ClarkCountyToday.com.
demand for services,
slow or stop the growth
new
development
boundaries
if
altogether, and we have to
applicable, and what development standards will be
help them understand that property owners have rights
required for new projects.”
–the city doesn’t have the authority to undermine those
So while supply and demand for land dictates the pace
rights.”
of
growth in the city, citizen input helps the city lay out
Stose recited the story of a longtime Ridgefield property
the
rules for how a project can be developed. Stuart cites
owner and dairy farmer, whose children didn’t want to
specific development details that came from recent and
take over the business and its thrice-daily milking chores
earlier planning work.
of a large herd of cows.
“For every new project in Ridgefield, developers must
“His only way to retire was to sell the property that had
meet
architectural design standards, set 25 percent
become valuable to residential developers. It’s not fair to
of the building site to parks and open spaces, meet
deny him or any other landowner that kind of opportunity
specifications of a Dark Skies Ordinance that limits
when they need it to meet their own financial needs.”
light pollution, use LED lighting for energy savings, and
establish home owner associations,” he says.
City Manager Perspective
So if the market dictates demand for housing or
Ridgefield City Manager Steve Stuart hears the
commercial and business development to meet the needs
complaints of those who lay the blame for what they feel
of new and longtime residents, the City of Ridgefield
is too much growth at the city’s feet. Stuart understands
stands at-the-ready to accommodate the growth in an
that frustration is largely borne out of a lack of knowledge
organized fashion.
“We can’t stop growth, but we can affect how growth
about growth management and the city’s role in it.
happens,”
Stuart says of the city’s role. “We can assure
“The process is more complicated that most people
people
that
‘quality’ will continue to be our watch-word.”
see,” he explains. “In short, because our region’s
population is expanding rapidly, and property owners
CMYK: 84 67 37 10
PMS: 1795C
RGB: 63 88 119
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requests of
developers
to ensure
a high
quality level
for what’s
built in
Ridgefield.”
DON STOSE
MAYOR
CITY OF
RIDGEFIELD
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“We don’t

SPEAK UP

“We use

wait for

our

growth to

influence…

happen
to us.
Together
we think
ahead.”
SCOTT
GULLICKSON
BOARD CHAIR
RIDGEFIELD
SCHOOL DISTRICT

D

RIDGEFIELD
SCHOOL
DISTRICT
Every Child Served

in the future, for which additional funds will be required.
ue to state constitutional mandate, the institution
possibly most-challenged by rapid growth in
the Discovery Corridor is the Ridgefield School
Unknowns Create Challenges
District. Article IX, Section 1 of the Washington
There is one thing that makes managing school district
State Constitution dictates that it is the
growth planning more challenging.
“paramount duty of the state” to serve all K-12 students
“Historically we’ve not had the resources for prewho reside in the state.
registration,” says McCann, “it isn’t until the first day of
“That,” says school district Superintendent Nathan
school that we know in what grades the new students will
McCann, “means no child who seeks an education can be
be. We just hope we’ve made the right teacher hires for
turned away – we are obligated by law to accommodate
each grade.”
them. Not having the right number of teachers or adequate
The good news is that this fall some rearranging of each
facilities is not an option.”
school building’s summer closure schedule will make
Ridgefield School District’s student population is
some pre-registration information available for the first
expected to increase 47 percent in the next five years.
time.
Planning for the 1,400 more kids coming in to Ridgefield
“It will help,” says McCann, “but it can’t capture all the
classrooms would be daunting to many, but McCann and
families that move to the district during the summer and
school board chair Scott Gullickson say they’re ready for
don’t think about registering their children in school right
it.
away.”
“With
growth
While McCann and
projection numbers in
Gullickson agree that
hand, careful planning,
while growth is not going
productive
and
away any time soon,
positive partnerships
they both feel the way
with the County, City
the community and its
of Ridgefield and the
institutions have been
Port of Ridgefield,
dealing with it is making
and successful bond
a positive difference.
measures, we believe
“We
have
high
we’ll be prepared for
expectations,”
says
these new students,”
McCann. “Working with
says Gullickson, who
Clark County and the City
noted that at least
and Port of Ridgefield,
300 new students will
we’ve put a lot of thought
show up at Ridgefield
and planning into the
schools this fall.
future.”
With
two
bond In addition to a high school expansion project, Ridgefield School
Gullickson
concurs.
measures
totaling District is nearing completion of a grade 5-8 schools complex, shown
“Our positive partnerships
nearly $125 million here from the grade 7-8 classroom wing. Photo courtesy of Tapani.
have
helped
create
passed since 2012,
efficiencies that have
there’s no rest for
reduced construction costs and sped up construction
school district staff and its board. The district has two new
timelines,” he says. “That’s what I love about Ridgefield.
school facilities under construction now; one for grades
We don’t wait for growth to happen to us. Together we
five through eight, slated for completion in August, and a
think ahead.”
high school expansion project that broke ground on May
growth to happen to us. Together we think ahead.”
30. The need for a new elementary school is anticipated

par•tic•i•pate
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Community Benefit Drives Actions

Shared Vision Enhances Partnerships
ontrary to popular belief, ports have no authority
The power of partnerships is not a new line of thinking
when it comes to land use – they must follow
for the Port of Ridgefield. They meet regularly with the city,
the same local land use laws as do privateschool district, county, Clark College and WSU-Vancouver
sector developers when developing property.
to keep each other in the loop on the needs and issues of
Port of Ridgefield CEO Brent Grening adds a
each entity.
caveat to that:
“Based on community input we have a shared vision
“As a public enterprise, we have an added step not
for
the Discovery Corridor, and everyone has a part
required of a private landowner or developer, and that’s to
of reaching that vision of quality in all aspects of the
provide for public input on how we develop our properties.”
community, including lifestyle, education and jobs. By
Aside from getting feedback on how the port plans
working together we get better results,” says Hughes.
to proceed with a project on its own properties, Port
Like other municipal entities interviewed for this article,
Commissioner Scott Hughes notes there is another way
Grening
and Port Commission Scott Hughes are big
the Port of Ridgefield works to affect development in all
believers in citizen engagement.
parts of the Discovery Corridor.
“If we don’t hear from you, we don’t know what’s on
“We use our influence to help push for quality, and to
your mind,” says Hughes. “If you can’t make a commission
secure developments that offer community benefit now
meeting, call any of the commissioners for a coffee
and into the future,” says Hughes. He cited the example of
meeting or email the port with your thoughts. You have
Rosauers, the grocery
a voice….but only if you
store to be constructed
speak up.”
at the Pioneer and 45th
Avenue roundabout, on
Get Involved!
a parcel the port sold
We
hope
the
to the developer for this
information provided in
purpose.
our Grabbing Growth
“Our
return
on
by the Horns article
investment
wasn’t
has helped readers
particularly good,” says
gain insight into how
Hughes, “but we felt
growth in the region is
managed, and which
the overall benefit to the
agency is responsible
community – in terms of
for the various aspects
other new businesses
of growth management.
and respective jobs
Most
importantly
it would bring – was
we
hope
readers
significant.”
come
away
with
Grening
agrees,
an
understanding
adding that the port The Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife Region 5
that citizen input is
has a broader view of headquarters building, a Port of Ridgefield project, was completed
at
S.
11th
Street
in
July
2017.
Photo
courtesy
of
Randy
Mueller.
welcomed and desired
development beyond its
by public agency staff
own business interests.
and
elected
officials
who
work
to
implement the wishes
“As a community port, we work with our citizens and
of
those
they
serve
while
operating
under state and local
community partners on development projects. If it’s good
land-use laws that protect private property owners.
for the community, and the community wants it, we’ll
For information about how to connect with the entities
support the project and help forward it as we are able,”
interviewed for this article, please see page 6.
says Grening.

1.
Take part.
Synonyms: take part in, engage in, join in, get involved in, share in, play a
part/role in, be a participant in, partake in, have a hand in, be associated with.

to secure
developments
that offer
community
benefit now
and into
the future.”
SCOTT HUGHES
COMMISSION CHAIR
PORT OF RIDGEFIELD
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GET ENGAGED
BE
‘HERD’

XXX
BY JOE
PORT COMMISSIONER
body

“If you’re
ridin’
ahead of
the herd,
take a look
back every
now and
then to
make sure
it’s still
there with
ya.”
COWBOY AUTHOR
UNKNOWN

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

WHO DOES WHAT & HOW TO CONNECT
STATE
Established the state’s Growth
Management Act through
legislation. The state provides
counties with projected
population increases in their
respective areas. Counties
use this data to develop
state-required local growth
management plans. While there
is no public input process for the
GMA, the state’s Department
of Commerce is a resource for
information about how growth
management works in the state,
including through short courses
and videos.

unincorporated areas of the
county.
• Clark County has authority
over all development within
unincorporated areas of Clark
County.

Engaging & Connecting
clark.wa.gov/community-planning/planning-commission
clark.wa.gov/councilors/council-meeting-information
twitter.com/ClarkCoWA

fb.com/ClarkCountyWA

Engaging & Connecting
commerce.wa.gov

commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management

commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/
short-course

CLARK COUNTY
• Lead authority for growth
management in Clark County.
• Required to plan for
population and business
growth every eight years.
• County works with community
partners to identify where
and how growth will take
place in the county, and what
resources are needed to
accommodate growth. The
next required GMA update is
in 2024.
• This work is done to ensure
that adequate transportation,
housing and other services
will be available to minimize
impact of growth on existing
and new citizenry.
• Clark County is responsible
for the development and
maintenance of roads and
some other infrastructure in

CITY OF RIDGEFIELD
• The city has the lead on
growth management within
city limits. Works with citizens
to determine how and where
growth will occur.
• Typically the city updates its
plan every two years. The
most recent update to the
city’s growth plan was in
2016; community input prior
to adoption of the new plan
was gathered through an
extensive public visioning
process.
• The City of Ridgefield has
authority over all development
within the city limits.
• City of Ridgefield is
responsible for the
development and
maintenance of roads and
some other infrastructure with
the city limits.

Engaging & Connecting
ridgefieldwa.us/government/city-departments/
boards-and-commissions
fb.com/CityofRidgefield
twitter.com/CityRidgefield

PORT OF RIDGEFIELD
• Like private-sector property
owners, the port is bound by
state, county and city land
use laws when developing its
own property.

C

ontrary to the sweatshirt she’s sporting
in the photo below, Ridgefield resident
Sandra Day is no longer in Texas….and it’s
Ridgefield’s gain. Because when it comes
to Day’s commitment to public service and
volunteering, it could be likened to an “extreme sports”
category. Since moving to Ridgefield in 2008 and retiring
from her high-level California-based job in 2011, Day’s list
of good work is long, and her energy level is seemingly
unlimited.
Whether it’s volunteering to write grants for improved
parks and trails in the county, (then helping to dig a
trail!), supporting local military personnel, volunteering
with the county sheriff’s department or doing her part
for the Ridgefield Lion’s Club or the Big Paddle event,
and attending most Port of Ridgefield meetings, Day is
active and passionate about the organizations she helps.
And that doesn’t even count her time-intense role as city
councilor for the City of Ridgefield.
While it may not be evident at-a-glance, there’s a theme
to Day’s volunteer choices.
“I’m partial to people in the military, and I believe in good
quality government, parks, outdoors and the environment
– and good causes,” Day says with her trademark wide
smile and lyrical Texan accent – a trait gained by growing
up in Central Texas.
Day’s community participation isn’t anything new; she
has a long history of helping.
“I was on school boards and foundations; I was a Cub
Scouts den mother when my kids were little, and helped
them participate in 4-H,” she says. “And I taught my
children to volunteer – I remember one time they had to
wash out milk jugs,” she says with a laugh.
For Day, being involved is important beyond the here and
now. “I feel I’m doing my part for me and my grandkids.”
Day’s path to her city councilor seat –her first-ever public

office position – was due to Ridgefield’s rising population.
In 2012 when Ridgefield grew to 5,000 residents, an
expansion by appointment of the city council was required
by city charter. She applied, and was ultimately chosen
for one of the two new seats. In 2013 she had to run in a
special election to keep her seat, then again in 2014. She
won in both election cycles.
“It was just the way it worked out, but in six years I had
to run for city council twice,” Day says.
Although she hadn’t held public office prior to that of
Ridgefield city councilor, Day is no stranger to leadership
or politics. In her work 30-plus career as an executive
for Raytheon, a United States-based global defense
contractor, she was a leader in the company’s independent
action committee – Government in Action.
“We engaged speakers on many subjects, often bringing
in people from the federal level,” she says.
“We’d vote on which candidates would get our
employee-funded political contributions, so we wanted to
be knowledgeable.”
In just a few short years Day has made Ridgefield her
adopted community. She believes her formula for finding
a sense of purpose can be emulated by anyone who wants
to make a difference and be involved in what happens in
their community.
“Be connected. Talk to your elected officials; go to city,
port, school board or neighborhood meetings. Know
what is happening and how you can affect it so you aren’t
surprised when a decision is made for your community,”
says Day.
Day doesn’t stop there. Volunteering, she says, is
important in every facet of community, and she advises
citizens to step forward to help with something in which
they feel strongly.
“It takes a variety of people to get things done – do what
you like to do, because it is all needed.”

• Unlike private property
owners, when developing
port-owned property, a
public input process is
required regarding the use
of port property prior to
the port moving ahead on
development.

Engaging & Connecting
portridgefield.org/public meetings
info@portridgefield.org to request
meeting with staff or commission
fb.com/portofridgefield
twitter.com/PortofRidgefie

RIDGEFIELD SCHOOL
DISTRICT
• Has no authority over land
use planning or zoning
changes.

• Is required under the state
constitution to serve all K-12
students who reside in the
state; turning students away
for lack of resources is not an
option. Therefore Ridgefield
School District must expand
to accommodate a growing
student population.

• In Washington, new school
construction costs are the
responsibility of local districts.
In order to be eligible to
receive state assistance, local
bond passage is required.
In Ridgefield’s case, failure
to pass a bond will result in
many more portable buildings
and crowded classrooms.

Engaging & Connecting
www.ridgefieldsd.org
fb.com/RidgefieldSchools
twitter.com/RidgefieldSD

GET INVOLVED

PINING FOR THE PAST
NOT PRODUCTIVE
BY JOE MELROY
COMMISSIONER
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SANDRA DAY
THE POWER OF PARTICIPATION

GRABBING GROWTH

Many readers of
PortWorks know I’ve
been around this place for
a long time. I remember
potato fields where there
are now rows and rows of
houses. I remember when
just about everyone who
lived in Ridgefield had
three or four generations
of family here. The
population was less than
half of what it is today,
and finding parking was
always easy.
I also remember when
jobs were scarce, and the
closing of our biggest
employment center –
the now defunct wood
treating plant – took
many folks far afield to
find work. Some moved
away permanently,
leaving a hole in their
families’ hearts.
As an old-timer, I
might be inclined to
whine about all this
growth we’re seeing in
our community. Here’s
why I’m not: The more
people living here adds
to the employment
base. An increase in the
employment base brings
more employers. They
provide jobs that don’t
require that horrendous
commute into Portland,
and allow our kids to live
and work here.
The increased
population also means
more services crop up
that make everyday
living easier. Rosauers,
the new grocery store
headed this way, is a
good example. It’s a time
and stress-saver when
you don’t have to get on
the freeway to shop for
food.
So there are some goods
to growth, even if it’s
sometimes challenging.
Communities change and
evolve, and as Ridgefield
residents – so must we.
The best way to ensure
your community grows
in a positive way is to
speak your mind. To
do so, come to our port
commission meetings.
Attend other public
meetings. Talk with your
elected officials. Go out
for coffee with them. Let
them know what you’re
thinking.
Why? Because sitting
on the sidelines when
opportunities for public
input are available, then
being frustrated with the
outcome after-the-fact is
not productive. To build
a community of which
we can all be proud, your
participation is essential.
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ETHAN PERRY
INTERN TURNED PORT-STAFF-MEMBER

ON THE
LEVEL
Business Growth
Saves You $
BY BRENT GRENING, CEO
If you’re concerned about
the pace of growth in Ridgefield and the Discovery
Corridor, I hope this issue
of PortWorks has brought
one thing to light: Your
elected officials and staff are
working together to manage
growth, but it will continue
to be a collective challenge.
As Portland grows it has
become an increasingly
unaffordable place to live, so
people are seeking housing
on our less-costly side of
the Columbia River. We
don’t have the power to stop
growth – we must manage
it by creating a balance
between residential and
business growth.
The idea is simple: Our
communities rely on
property taxes to fund
essential public services like
education and emergency
services. Residents use
more services than do most
businesses. Based on their
higher assessed property
values, businesses often pay
more in property tax. And
new jobs here can reduce
your share of the bond repayment on bonds already
issued by schools, etc. This
mix helps keep things
affordable for the people
living here.
So when we work to create jobs and attract business
to the Discovery Corridor,
it’s not just growth for
growth’s sake.
I hope our article on
growth has steered you to
the right agency should
you have questions, or it
inspired you to get involved
and help shape our community’s future.
Attend a city council, port
commission, city or county planning commission
meeting. Or, connect to your
neighborhood association
or school board. But do get
involved, because in the age
of social media, community
and friendship-building are
still best done face-to-face.
Rapid growth creates
challenges, but conversation
and understanding builds
communities. We can’t stop
this evolution, but we can
adapt, work together and
continue to build a place of
which we are proud.

Former Port of Ridgefield intern Ethan Perry is the
port’s newest staff addition. With a double-major in
Public Affairs and Political Science, Perry has taken on
a full-time role as the port’s Brand Affinity Architect.
Perry’s first day on the job was May 7, just two days
after his graduation from Washington State University
– Vancouver.
In this newly created position, Perry will provide
some project management and support for a variety
of Port of Ridgefield projects, including the port’s
Wisdom Ridge and Discovery Ridge properties. Along
with project assistance, Perry will use social media
and other channels to increase citizen opportunity to
engage with the port on all of its activities and projects
for the mutual benefit of constituents and port leaders.
“I’ll be helping create and build relationships to
better connect people in the Discovery Corridor to the
port,” Perry said.
In addition to project work and increasing two-way
communication with port constituents, Perry will help
develop marketing and brand management strategies,
as well as collecting, tracking, compiling and analyzing
data that will assist the port in assessing business
outcomes, and provide information that will give its
representatives advanced decision-making capacity.
Impressed with Perry’s ability to learn quickly in the
port environment and his outstanding research and
analytical skills, Port of Ridgefield CEO Brent Grening
chose Perry for the role.
“Ethan is always eager to learn. That’s very important
in the entrepreneurial environment fostered at the Port
of Ridgefield,” Grening said.
Perry hails from rural Randle, Wash., so he’s no
stranger to small towns. He’s an ardent animal-lover,
sharing his space with a new puppy, a cat, and a sugar
bear – a small marsupial in the same general family as
a kangaroo or koala. As a testament to his commitment
to all furry and not-so-furry creatures, he’s a member
of the Oregon Zoo, Seattle Zoo, Seattle Aquarium and
Northwest Trek.
Perry and his partner, Corey, recently purchased
and are remodeling a home on the western-most edge
of Portland’s Forest Park – perfect for the duo as they
are avid hikers.
For more information or to contact Perry, call
360.887.3873 or email EPerry@PortRidgefield.org.

A

PIONEER STREET
RAIL OVERPASS
STEAMS AHEAD

wildlife impact study required due to the recent
presence of White Tail deer
in the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge was cause
for the latest delay in the Pioneer
Street Rail Overpass project. But
pending a few expected local signoffs related to the study, the port will
put out the bid for work on the final
phase of the project this fall. Construction completion is anticipated
to be between 12-14 months from the
bid announcement date.
Design and permitting is completed and approved by the City of
Ridgefield for this phase of the project, which is the construction of an
overpass span. The span will tie the
previously port-constructed overpass approach roads – one between
Division and Mill Streets and the other at the foot of Pioneer Street – to
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complete the rail overpass.
The project will allow safe and expedient auto and pedestrian passage
between Millers’ Landing – the port’s
41 acre mixed-use waterfront development site – and downtown Ridgefield.
Phases 1 and 2 were completed in
2013 and 2014 respectively. The final
phase was due to start last summer,
but was delayed pending approval
by the Washington State Department
of Transportation and Burlington
Northern, the rail line operator. The
“deer delay” cropped up later, further
pushing out the project start date.
Brent Grening, CEO for the port,
believes completion of the Pioneer
Rail Overpass is critical in moving development forward at Millers’ Landing.
“Safe and guaranteed access will
make the site more attractive for the

jobs producing development our
commission would like to see,” Grening said. He also noted the port is
seeking a developer who will be respectful of the community’s interest
in the uniquely beautiful site.
Funding for the $11.3 million overpass project has come from several
sources. In 2015 the port secured
$7.8 million in state funding, and last
year the port was awarded $900,000
from a U.S. Department of Transportation Railroad Safety Grant. The remaining dollars for the project were
provided by the port and others.
Upon completion of the Pioneer
Rail Overpass, the two existing rail
crossings in Ridgefield – one at Division Street and the other at Mill
Street – will be closed, although Division Street will be opened in the
event of an emergency.

