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EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
CONNECT STUDENTS & EMPLOYERS IN THE DISCOVERY CORRIDOR

n economic development circles it’s often stated
that businesses requiring skilled employees seek to
locate in areas in which a variety of higher-education
opportunities are available. Employees with jobs that
require post-secondary education tend to reap better
wages and more benefits, thus contributing to the area’s
overall economic health. Mike Bomar, president of the
Columbia River Economic Development Council, supports
the notion that higher education is good for business.
“By providing an educated workforce within our region,
it shrinks the hiring timeline for employers. It’s a business
recruitment advantage,” Bomar said. He also noted that
work to develop partnerships between education and
business is gaining ground.
“It’s been a team effort that is coming to fruition; it offers
students the opportunity to grow from within the region,
and these partnerships help us meet the hiring demands
of local employers,” said Bomar.
So, it was good news for students, citizens and business

owners in the Discovery Corridor – the swath of land that
extends from Salmon Creek northward to La Center along
I-5 – that last year Clark College secured nearly 70 acres
in Ridgefield to construct an educational facility. This
new satellite campus will ultimately serve 3,000 - 4,000
students, starting with the completion of the first of four
or more buildings by 2020. With Clark College’s current
and growing local infrastructure, and Washington State
University’s Vancouver campus, Ridgefield and greater
Clark County are increasingly well-positioned when it
comes to higher education.
These existing and expanding educational opportunities
came about for a variety of reasons. What follows are
interviews with local education leaders that offer an
insight into why Clark County’s higher ed institutions have
chosen to locate or expand in the Discovery Corridor,
how the local K-12 system plays into those decisions, and
the benefits realized by students and employers when
educational opportunities – and partnerships with local
businesses – are plentiful and effective.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, PAGE 2

ECOLOGY TO TEST SOILS IN SOME RIDGEFIELD YARDS
At a public meeting held by the
Washington State Department of
Ecology on March 10 in Ridgefield,
homeowners, tenants and other
interested parties heard details about
the potential risks and proposed
solutions associated with dioxin
contamination that may be present
in yard soil of some Ridgefield
properties.
At the meeting, Ecology explained
its concern that dioxins relating to the
operations of the now defunct Pacific
Wood Treating Company may have
reached people’s yards immediately
east of the PWT operating area which
was located on property owned by
the Port of Ridgefield.
Initial
investigation
revealed
elevated levels of dioxins in the
public right-of-ways in a six block
area between Mill and Maple Streets
and Main Avenue to Railroad Avenue.
Ecology and the Port of Ridgefield
propose to collect and analyze soil
samples from properties within the
boundaries of those streets in order
to assess the risk to human health.

According to Ecology, the levels
of dioxins discovered in the right-ofways are not high enough to pose an
immediate health risk, but long-term

Soil sample area in Ridgefield to
be tested for dioxin levels this
spring. Results are anticipated by
fall 2015.

exposure to very small amounts of
dioxins may pose a long-term health
risk.
At this writing, Ecology and the
Port are asking people in the study
area to give permission for soil
testing. Completion of this work is
anticipated by late spring this year.
In the fall, when the results of
the sampling have been compiled,
Ecology will report its findings back
to the property owners and residents,
and determine what, if any, additional
actions are necessary.
“As stewards of our community
and the environment, we will work
with Ecology and our neighbors to
complete this project for everyone’s
peace of mind,” said Grening.
For more information visit
fortress.wa.gov./ecy/gsp/Sitepage.
aspx?csid=3020 or contact Craig
Rankine of the Department of Ecology
by calling 360-690-4795, or email Craig.
Rankine@ecy.wa.gov.
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIIES, FROM PAGE 1

BOB KNIGHT
President
Clark College

W

ith its 101-acre main campus in Vancouver Central
Park, Clark College is, according to its Web site,
the largest single-campus provider of for-credit
classes in Washington’s community and technical college
system. Clark College also offers classes at Washington
State University’s Vancouver campus, has satellite
locations at the Columbia Tech Center in east Vancouver
and a new facility in Bingen, on the Washington side of the
Columbia River Gorge.

CHARTING
OUR
COURSE

Clark College President Bob Knight has been at the
helm of the college for nearly nine years. He’s seen
student attendance rise and fall slightly during his tenure,
but it is generally within a consistent range of 13,000 –
14,000 students per quarter, and around 23,000 “unique”
students throughout the year.
Knight said the decision to locate a new satellite campus
in Ridgefield was primarily based on the projections for
growth in the area.

Education is
Foundation of
Quality
Community

CLARK COLLEGE
Running Start FTE* (2009
-2014 )

+25.3%

BY SCOTT HUGHES,
COMMISSIONER
Our community is poised
for the growth that IS coming our way. How we grow
will determine our future.
If we pursue a path toward
quality in all aspects of our
efforts – clean environment,
clean businesses, quality
development, protection of
our natural areas, access
to good healthcare, jobs
with higher-than average
earnings – we can continue
to enjoy a highly livable
community.
How do we get there? I
believe a quality lifestyle
and economy require access
to quality education. Parents want to raise their children where there are good
K-12 schools. Businesses
want to locate where there
is a skilled and educated
workforce.
With high-quality schools
in the Ridgefield School
District, Clark College programs and future Ridgefield
facilities, and continuing
and expanding programs at
WSU Vancouver, our children have the advantage of
achieving a higher education within and near their
community. And, employers
gain skilled employees they
didn’t have to recruit from
outside the area at considerable time and expense.
If there is one building
block to a quality life, it is
education. It is the fundamental foundation on
which we build our careers,
earning potential and the
ability to care for ourselves
and our families. It helps to
create a quality community.
We are privileged to have
access to high quality pre
and post-secondary education in Ridgefield. So those
opportunities, coupled
with maintaining a course
for quality development
and protecting our natural
environment – on TOP of
Ridgefield’s infrastructure
readiness and ample land
for development, we will
have something very BIG.
That is Ridgefield’s future.

Runn ing Start provid
es
opportunit y to attend students the
and earn both high schClark College
ool and college
credit. * Full Time Equiv
alent

“Data supported us putting it there, including county
demographics and vacant land availability – it’s a natural
place for the next growth spurt,” Knight said.
Clark College’s decision to purchase well in advance of
a construction start date was one of simple economics:
“We wanted to lock down property for good value before
prices rise,” he said.
Another contributing factor in Clark College’s commitment
to Ridgefield was the existence of high-ranking Ridgefield
High School, which Knight said will serve to feed students
into the community college.
For Ridgefield and the surrounding areas, Knight feels
the existence of a Clark College facility there will be of
great benefit to those who live and work in the area.
“This will provide a tremendous aid in boosting the
growth in Ridgefield. People will look at the K-12 and
higher education opportunities. I believe it will encourage
businesses and people to move there.”

MEL NETZHAMMER
Chancellor
Washington State University Vancouver

M

el Netzhammer came to lead Washington State
University Vancouver in July 2012. WSU Vancouver
was established in 1989 to address a thenunderserved area. Today it is one of four campuses that,
with a satellite facility in Everett, Wash., comprise the
Washington State University system; it is also the only
four-year research university in Southwest Washington.
Netzhammer was drawn to the campus because he found
his interest in community engagement to be reciprocated
by representatives of the institution.
“Their values lined up with mine. They were seeking
to make community connections and increase WSU
Vancouver’s involvement in the local community. I’ve long
been a proponent of the many benefits civic engagement
brings to students, employers, the institution and the
overall community, so it was a good fit,” Netzhammer said.

WSU: Undergrad
Enrollment (2009-2014)

+16.5%
Netzhammer noted that because the WSU Vancouver
campus is young in the life of a higher education institution,
it didn’t have an extensive network of longstanding
community connections enjoyed by more established
universities and colleges. Since 2012, Netzhammer and
his team have been working to change that status.
Today, WSU Vancouver is engaged in a host of public/
private partnerships that serve a spectrum of stakeholders.

Businesses are clients of some WSU Vancouver
classes. Students in the Creative Media and Digital
Culture program offer Web site development services, and
build apps and interactive installations for their clients.
The university’s Carson College of Business runs the
Business Growth Mentor and Analysis Program – a pro
bono, student-conducted analysis and consulting service
that helps businesses that are looking to grow. The School
of Engineering and Computer Science’s Capstone Project
entertains research proposals from high-tech companies;
students decide which proposals to accept then go into
the business for a year to conduct the proposed research.
Netzhammer said the impacts of these types of
programs are extensive and the benefits ripple throughout
Southwest Washington.
“A business receives help and gets to know students
who might be future employees. Students benefit from
applied learning and have the opportunity to be introduced
to a potential employer. And, students become involved in
their communities.”
On the subject of the future expansion of Clark College
into Ridgefield, Netzhammer is enthusiastic, expressing
that it will serve to grow an already synergistic relationship.
“We believe that with an expanded Clark College we will
see more students coming to WSU Vancouver from North
Clark County. We also enjoy a wonderful partnership with
Clark College around community engagement. We’re in
this together.”

NATHAN MCCANN
Superintendent
Ridgefield School District

N

athan McCann came to the Ridgefield School District
as Superintendent in June last year, attracted by
Ridgefield’s reputation as a top-quality school
district. That was, however, not the deciding factor of the
job’s appeal.
“While our test scores are significantly above the state
average, I came here not because the district didn’t need
to build from the ground up, but because I believe it can be
better,” McCann said.
His goal for the district is that it becomes the premier
school district, measured by more than test scores. To
McCann that means providing a full range of educational
opportunities that include fine arts, sports programs and
hands-on work experience. He believes that’s possible
because of some built-in advantages.
“We are fortunate to be within the city limits of Ridgefield
and within the larger Port of Ridgefield district. Both
the City and Port possess strong leadership and a wellconceived vision for Ridgefield going forward, and we have
the opportunity to use those partnerships and resources
to the full advantage of our students.”

RIDGEFIELD
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Enrollment (2006-2014)

+7.8%

McCann also cited the positive economic growth trend
in Ridgefield, the $47 million school bond that provided
extensive school infrastructure enhancements, and the
expansion of higher education facilities in the Discovery
Corridor as factors important in positioning the school
district for student accomplishment and success.
In addition to these assets, McCann noted the district
is currently doing work to bolster Advanced Placement
classes important in assisting students prepare for a path
to college.
“With the educational resources we already possess and
the opportunity to collaborate more extensively with our
business community and higher-education partners, we
are well-positioned to ensure that all Ridgefield students
are academically and socially prepared to go anywhere
and successfully pursue their ambitions.”
McCann is particularly enthusiastic about the increased
opportunities available through an expanded Clark College
presence in Ridgefield.
“It will provide us with more partnerships that will allow
kids – if appropriate for them – to access higher education
without transportation challenges, and to get ahead on
college course work.”
Like Knight and Netzhammer, McCann believes
partnerships with other community resources, including
businesses, organizations and the community college, is
the key to making student success a reality.
“For students who want more options, we have an
obligation to provide that. It’s how we’ll differentiate
Ridgefield School District from other school districts.”

Like most civic minded
people in Ridgefield, our
Commission and Staff
care a lot about people,
our environment and our
economy.

To that end, we build
important things that bring
jobs, economic security and
prosperity to Ridgefield –
things like roads, bridges
and buildings.

We also tackle
tough problems like
environmental damage; and
we do it all so you and your
kids can live, work and
prosper in Ridgefield.
Here’s our 2015 in a
nutshell:

PORT PROJECTS
11th Street Building
We are currently planning
an 112,000 square foot
industrial building for sale
or lease.

Rail Overpass – Phase 3

BIG EVENT
ON NEW RIVER

NEW BEACH, CLEAN LAKE RIVER TO ENHANCE
JUNE 2015 BIG PADDLE EVENT

W

hether you’re a seasoned paddler or a
“newbie,” gliding on
the quiet waters of
Lake River and along
the banks of the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge on a canoe, kayak or
paddle board is a memorable experience. Add boat loads of people, a
few water fights, and a great deal of
laughter, and you have a good idea of
how things shape up at Ridgefield’s
Big Paddle event. The date for the
event this year is Saturday, June 6.
All are welcome to join in the fun.
In its fourth year, the Big Paddle
is Ridgefield’s version of a National
Trails Day celebration. According to
the National Trails Day website, “the
American Hiking Society’s National
Trails Day® is a celebration of America’s magnificent Trail System, occurring annually on the first Saturday in
June.”
Several years ago, when the 21mile long Lewis River-Vancouver
Lake Water Trail – which includes
Ridgefield’s Lake River – was officially recognized by the National Parks
Service, water trail organizers, local
agencies and organizations banded
together to sponsor the Big Paddle
event as a way to bring attention to
the newly-mapped water trail.
Festivities this year will include a
ceremony under the Big Tent, a Chinook Drumming and Blessing, and a
two hour canoe, kayak and paddleboard expedition along a small section of the Lewis River-Vancouver
Lake Water Trail.
This year, the City of Ridgefield

Last years’ Big Paddle event drew hundreds to
Ridgefield’s Lake River and its shores. Photos from Top:
A peck of paddlers ready their vessels for the Lake River
tour; Left: Kayaks await paddlers on the dock outside
Ridgefield Kayak; Right top: Elected officials including
Ridgefield City Councilor Sandra Day (center), and Mayor
Ron Onslow (yellow vest) dip their oars into the water;
Bottom Right: Lake River’s piling-free waters and more
inviting beach will greet Big Paddle participants this year.

BIG
PADDLE
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 • 9 AM
PORT OF RIDGEFIELD
BOAT RAMP; FOOT OF
MILL STREET AND LAKE
RIVER.
There is no charge to
participate in the event,
and ample parking will be
available. Day-Use fees at
the Port’s boat ramp parking
area will be waived for
event participants.
Paddlers may bring their
own kayak, canoe or paddle
board.
To reserve a rental kayak at a
discounted rate contact:
Ridgefield Kayak
360-727-4520
www.ridgefieldkayak.com
For more details about the
event contact:
City of Ridgefield
360-887-3557.

has taken on the leadership role in
promoting and organizing the event,
with co-sponsors Port of Ridgefield,
Clark County, Friends of the Refuge,
Ridgefield Kayak, Chinook Nation,
and the Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership.
“We want to highlight the natural
resources, healthy lifestyle, family fun and environmental stewardship found in Ridgefield,” said City
of Ridgefield Councilor Sandra Day,
who is the city’s lead representative
in this years’ Big Paddle planning
process.
Paddling participants and shore
bound onlookers will also see the
results of a major Lake River cleanup project overseen by the Port of
Ridgefield. In the last year, pilings
have been removed, over 15,000 native plant species have been planted
on the riverbank, and a cobble rock
beach was built to stabilize the bank
and make put-in and take-out access
easier for non-motorized boats and
paddle boards.
Brent Grening, the Port’s CEO,
said the Big Paddle is a perfect way
to celebrate the completion of the
Port’s work.
“We are very happy to have our
waterfront trail back, and we invite
citizens and visitors to enjoy the trail,
our clean, piling-free river and new
beach,” he said.
For more information about the Lewis
River-Vancouver Lake Water Trail, visit
www.portridgefield.org/lifestye/recreation.

We are preparing to build
the final phase of the
project – the span over
the railroad – once project
funding is secured.

Neighborhood
Environmental
We are working with
Washington State
Department of Ecology and
our neighbors immediately
east of our property to
assess current conditions,
and will take protective
action if necessary.

PORT
LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES
Rail Over Pass Funding
We are seeking $8 million
in state funding to support
the $11.2 million required
for the final phase of this
project.

Protection of
Environmental Cleanup
Funding
We are working to ensure
that state funds for
environmental cleanup
work are not utilized for
other purposes.

Restore Funding Support
for Public Utilities
We support restoring the
Public Works Trust Funds.
Cities can use these to
build public projects like
roads, water/sewer systems,
utilities, etc.
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ON THE
LEVEL
We All Win When
Innovators ‘Bring
It Home’
BY BRENT GRENING, CEO
In today’s world, our local
and global economies are
based on innovation and
problem-solving. The great
challenges of the world –
regional or country-wide
water shortages in some
areas, for example – require
brain power, technical, and
problem-solving skills. The
need for developing effective solutions to significant
obstacles provides an ever-expanding opportunity
for employees and entrepreneurs. In this case, for those
who find the answers to
make, deliver and use water
more efficiently.
With an educated citizenry, we are in the enviable
position of having smart
people in our community
who have the ability to
transfer their creativity and
entrepreneurial approach
to a world beyond our own
town, region or country.
When our economy connects to the broader world,
our area benefits in several
ways:
It creates value for our
community, because smart,
educated people will help to
maintain and increase the
quality of our communities.
Through connections with
the outside world they will,
in effect, bring money they
earn back to Ridgefield or
other cities in Clark County. Also, smart, educated
people will bring new ideas
to the area – critical for the
successful evolution of our
community to its place in a
broader world context.
Education in this age is,
therefore, imperative to
success and quality of life in
Ridgefield.
Through the good work
of WSU Vancouver, Clark
College and the Ridgefield
School District, students,
employers, employees and
entrepreneurs – present and
future – stand to reap many
benefits. And, so does our
community.
So you see, education
really is all of our business.

PORT SEEKS TENANTS
FOR LARGE INDUSTRIAL
BUILDING AT 11 STREET

T

he Port of Ridgefield is
seeking tenants for an
112,000 sq. ft. industrial
building it plans to construct
on Port-owned property
just south of the Ridgefield Industrial
Park. The Port is in the home stretch
on a site plan, elevations and
permitting for the project, paving
the way for a short time frame to
completed construction once leases
are in place. A sale of the building at
11th Street, once constructed, would
also be considered by the Port;
outright uses on the property include
office, warehouse or light industrial
activities.
“The building can be home to one
tenant, or as many as four,” said Port
CEO Brent Grening.

TH

This elevation provided by Mackenzie shows the
exterior design of a new 112,000 sq. ft. building the
Port of Ridgefield will construct soon near the existing
Port Industrial Park on 11th Street in Ridgefield. The
Port is currently seeking tenants for the space.

The property is located west of the
current terminus of South 11th Street
in Ridgefield, near Parr Lumber and
Agave Jeans, and just a stone’s throw
from I-5.
In 1984, the Port of Ridgefield
purchased a 78-acre parcel of land
to create the Ridgefield Industrial
Park. Today, the industrial park and
adjacent development is home to
approximately two dozen businesses
that provide hundreds of jobs.
Development at the park over the
years sparked growth nearby.
Port CEO Brent Grening sees the
construction of the building at 11th
Street as a proactive effort by the Port
to draw more business to Ridgefield.

“Demand continues at that location,
and the Port is pleased to be in the
position of investing to attract more
commerce to the area,” Grening said.
Last year Elie Kassab, President
of
Vancouver-based
Prestige
Development, purchased a parcel on
11th Street for industrial development
through
his
company,
ROK
Development.
For more information visit the Port’s
website, choose the “Opportunity”
navigation tab and click “11th Street.”
Interested parties should contact Grening
at the Port by calling (360) 887-3873
or Scott Fraser, Senior V.P., Kidder
Mathews, (503) 515-8888.

AVAILABLE PORT SPACE
OFFERS OFFICE
WITH WAREHOUSE

The Commons at Union Ridge in Ridgefield is the location
of Port-owned office/warehouse space currently available
for lease or sale. The space is within a 52,000 sq. ft. building
in an exclusive business park, and is close to the I-5
interchange.

s your business bursting at the seams as the economy
heats up? If you’re in the market for new digs in
conveniently-located office/warehouse space close to
I-5 in Ridgefield, the Port of Ridgefield may have your
solution.

“The space can be divided so a tenant can lease the
upstairs or downstairs only, or lease both spaces,” Grening
said.

I

Port CEO Brent Grening recently announced property
the Port owns at 600 S. 74th Place – in the Commons at
Union Ridge building – is now available for sale or lease.
The property, which totals 9,800 sq. ft., includes 3,000 sq.
ft. of Class “A” office space and 3,800 sq. ft. of warehouse
space on the main level, and 3,000 sq. ft. of office space
with a full kitchen on the second level. 12 parking spaces
are available. Warehouse amenities include 24’ clear height
and 3-phase power.

The property is less than a mile off I-5’s exit 14, and only
about 20 minutes to Portland International Airport. Grening
noted that the property is particularly well suited for a
manufacturer representative or small light-industrial user.
For more information and additional photos visit the Port’s
website and choose the “Opportunity” navigation tab. Interested
parties should contact Grening at the Port by calling (360) 8873873 or Scott Fraser, Senior V.P., Kidder Mathews, (503) 5158888.

